
Madagascar 

The wild and beautiful island of Madagascar, now made better known thanks to the popular animated film of the same 
name, is a lush tropical island in the Indian Ocean, located off the south-east coast of Africa. 

Mauritius 

The stunning island of Martinique is located in the Indian Ocean and lies off the south coast of Africa. 

Portuguese Island 

A visit to Portuguese Island in Mozambique us possibly the best way to truly feel you have ‘got away from it all’ on your 
cruise vacation. Why? Because this island is an uninhabited nature reserve with pristine beaches, dense vegetation, 
pleasant lagoons and small patches of mangrove, making for a real ‘desert island’ experience! Yes, passengers on 
our South African cruise will truly experience one of the most amazing corners of our globe as they venture into the 
tropical island paradise that is Portuguese Island. MSC Cruises has an agreement with the Mozambican government to 
use Portuguese Island for shore excursions during the summer season. With our deep experience in organizing on-
shore package deals and excursions to Portuguese Island, we can ensure a secure and exhilarating day away from the 
ship that offers a break from being onboard the luxury cruise liner. Passengers can use transport from the ship (via 
inflatable zodiac boats) to Portuguese Island for a day full of fun activities, including a beach stroll and a chance to 
sample local cuisine. The Islands are located next to the larger neighbouring Inhaca Island, which is a Royal 
Kingdom. A short optional transfer to Inhaca allows you to visit a local village, bars, restaurants and souvenir 
merchants. Included in our day trip deal is a holiday barbeque on the beach at Portuguese Island, weather permitting.  
highlights include the local museum, the old mosque and shopping for spices and nuts in the local ‘mercado’, or market. 

Maputo 

Located in the South African country of Mozambique, Maputo is one of Africa’s most beautiful and fashionable cities.  

A large, lively port town, Maputo’s former Portuguese colonial heritage is married with vibrant African culture, creating 

an exciting cosmopolitan mix. Portuguese colonial rule only ended in 1975 when the city’s name was changed from 

Lourenço Marques to Maputo. Choose from a range of great excursion packages for your day away from ship and be 

sure to take advantage of our best deals on outings. These include a fun city tour and a visit to Maputo’s bustling lively 

markets, afternoon tea at the glamorous 5-star Polano hotel or, for the more adventurous, a jeep excursion to secluded 

beaches outside the city where you can soak up the sun and experience a slower pace. Why not experience local life 

and take a stroll round the colourful ‘Mercado’ or covered market, with stalls piled high with exotic fruit and vegetables, 

carvings and traditional leather goods and shop for a holiday souvenir. Take a well-earned break for lunch and sample 

the Maputo speciality of ‘peri-peri’ prawns – a local dish of spicy, fresh Mozambique shrimp. 

Luderitz 

Take a trip back in time to the colonial beauty of Luderitz on Namibia’s southern coast on a luxury cruise with 
MSC Cruises Splendid colonial architecture, Namibian sunshine and the South Atlantic Ocean can be yours to enjoy 
when you cruise to Luderitz with MSC Cruises.  With penguins, sharks and seals populating the coastal waters, a 
nearby ghost town to explore, superb seafood to enjoy and local beer brewed in compliance with Germany’s strict beer 
purity laws to wash it all down, the beautiful town of Luderitz on Namibia’s southern coast has much to offer. 

Walvis Bay 

Situated off the Atlantic coast of Africa, Walvis Bay is the name of both this popular holiday town in Namibia and the bay 
in which it lies. The deepwater harbour is a haven for sea vessels and many luxury cruise liners dock here. However, 
these deep waters are also rich in plankton and marine life and previously drew large numbers of whales, which 
contributed to the port’s name. To help you, we have put together a great selection of sightseeing packages and best 
deals on local holiday attractions. Some key sights include the artificial Bird Island, the ‘Dune 7’ sand dune which is one 
of the highest crests in the dune belt along the west coast of Namibia and perfect for eco-friendly quad biking. Nature-
lovers will enjoy the fantastically rich birdlife on the Swakopmund & City Tour and sports fans can take in the 
Kuisbmund Stadium, home to Namibia’s Premier League football clubs… all these make up the ingredients of an ideal 
vacation, with something to suit everyone! 
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Reunion 

A little off-the-beaten track, the Reunion Island has long been a treasured secret of the world’s most seasoned 
travellers. The ship will dock in the marina of Pointe des Galets, the main port of Reunion Island on this French-
governed overseas territory in the Indian Ocean. Opt for a trip to the capital of St. Denis and get acquainted with elegant 
French squares, streets and a wealth of modern art by Picasso and Gauguin in the Leon Dierx Museum. Architecture 
fans will adore the colourful Creole homes that make up the town, and some are open to the public. With dramatic 
landscapes, most visitors head inwards, visiting the scented vanilla plantations, the breathtaking volcanic ravines or the 
spice and perfume gardens, lush with native plants.  
 

Mossel Bay 

Mossel Bay (meaning ‘mussel bay’) is a coastal village and harbour on the Western Cape province of South Africa. 
The latest addition to MSC Cruises’ South African cruise itinerary, Mossel Bay is situated along South Africa’s verdant 

‘Garden Route’, a densely vegetated stretch of coastline located east of Cape Town. Mossel Bay will appeal to all 

passengers, from nature-lovers to families, history buffs and those simply seeking sun and relaxation. With excursion 

packages to match all traveller needs, you can leave your luxury liner, come ashore for the day and make the most of 

our great deals on local sights and activities - the best way to get a feel for this newly-popular holiday spot. Spotting the 

southern right whales is a favourite pastime here: trips can easily be arranged, or the whales can sometimes be spotted 

from the shore. Treat the children to great days out at the Jukani Wildlife Ranch, home to the big cats (jaguars, lions, 

leopards), just outside Mossel Bay or the local aquarium. Pick up a unique souvenir of your vacation and learn more 

about local handicrafts at the Mossel Bay Craft Art workshop; you could even combine this with a ‘Meet the People’ tour 

in the rural areas surrounding Mossel Bay, meeting entrepreneurs and crafts people and experiencing the cultural 

richness of this region. Many passengers will be eager to leave the ship if only to visit Seal Island, home to 2500 Cape 

Fur seals. Boat trips take place every day, so be sure to bring your camera and get ready learn more about these 

delightful creatures. 

Port Elizabeth 

Located on the south-eastern coast of South Africa, Port Elizabeth is known for its friendly atmosphere, beautiful 
beaches, great water sports facilities and nearby wildlife areas. 

Life’s a Cruise in South Africa’s Windy City – Discover Port Elizabeth with MSC Cruises Board one of our 

sumptuous liners and cruise your way to the breezy lifestyle of South Africa’s Port Elizabeth, a major seaport that is 

aptly nicknamed both “The Windy City” and “The Friendly City”. Take advantage of one of the best deals around and 

book yourself or even the whole family on one of our luxury cruises to South Africa and the bustling city of Port 

Elizabeth, situated in Algoa Bay. Enjoy the holiday of a lifetime as you discover the city’s sights, explore the beautiful 

and malaria-free wildlife areas surrounding the city, relax on pristine beaches and soak up the easy ambience of this 

coastal paradise and its pleasant, subtropical climate. But don’t just take our word for it – see for yourself and book your 

luxury cruise to South Africa with MSC Cruises today. Prepare to be pampered and enjoy first-class cuisine, stylish 

interiors and spectacular views. In short, your dream vacation awaits you and, best of all, it’s only a call away!  

Explore the magic of South Africa with the MSC South Africa cruise 

Indulge in a holiday to remember, one steeped in exoticism, escapism, luxury and style. MSC Cruises’ South Africa 
cruise is designed to stimulate the senses as you take in everything from the beautiful Portuguese Island to the bustling 
port city of Durban, all under the magical African sun. 
 

Massage, Spa & Beauty 

Pampered to perfection 

MSC Aurea Spa is unique to MSC Cruises, offering state-of-the-art gym, spa treatment and beauty facilities in 
sumptuous surroundings, served by expert Balinese masseuses, beauty therapists, manicurists, pedicurists, hair 
stylists, yoga instructors, personal trainers and even its own spa doctor. Bringing them all together for you, we’ve a 
created a series of special pampering spa experiences that will help ensure you make your cruise very much more than 
a holiday, returning home renewed, at peace and full of zest for life. 
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